Background and Objective: Asymmetric distribution of knowledge and technology in globalization era, and the necessity of global interactions for universities have led them to enter into international scientific collaboration (ISC) and strategic evaluation of status quo is required for effective participation in it. Therefore, the aim of this study was to evaluate the ISC of top Iranian universities using SWOT analysis.
Introduction
The asymmetric distribution of knowledge and technology resources along with the requirements of the age of globalization has forced universities to engage in international interaction to achieve their goals.
Accordingly, networks of international collaborations have been developed to meet the goals of universities at the national and international levels for sharing knowledge, capabilities and organizational resources (1) .
In the last two decades, academic activities The fuzzy best-worst method (FBWM)
presented by Guo and Zhao (19) was used to analyze the research data due to its better compatibility rate. In this method, the paired comparisons of criteria were implemented using the verbal phrases in Table 2 and converted to corresponding fuzzy numbers. 
Result
In this method, it is better to develop a nonlinear optimization model first, but in models with more than three criteria, it is better to turn the model into a linear one (19) , which was done by Lingo software. The fuzzy weight of the main criteria was directly obtained from the model, and then these were converted to definite weight by the relation and the results were given in Table 3 . At the end, each weight was divided into total weight to normalize the weights. The compatibility rate of 0.052 also was calculated which indicates a high compatibility of comparison. To answer this question, similar to the main criteria, the optimization model was developed for sub-criteria (C1), and after it was solved, the results were noted in Table 4 with respect to the priority and weights of each sub-criterion. In order to nswer this question, the first question was followed exactly and the optimization model was developed for the sub-criteria of the weaknesses (C2) and the results were listed in Table 5 . 
